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TXR: By Don Qbétdorfer |." 

` Wasiúngron Post Satt wetter ° : 
. The United’ States in Tecent ‘weeks 
has initiated ‘substantial and continu- 
ing contacts withthe opposition to the 
Sash of Iran and“has informed the 
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administration officials. =. +s. 
`The contacts, coming after years of- 
minimal connections to the internal 
forces opposing- the*Iranian leader, 
are among. the early results of grow- 
ing displeasure-: in: ‘the. White House 
with U.S. embassy and’ intelligence re- 
porting on political. developments-in 
that strifeiorn country.: n 4 *%, 
i ima’ handwritten 
memorandum which was: dated: Nov. 
H and leaked to two-newspapers late 





insisted that it “wasn’t a chewing ou 
of Central Intelligence- Director Stans- 
field Turner.. -- <1! + Sel ee b wate 

Informed officials” said’ a ‘ report 
from Turner, Secretary of State Cyrus 
R. Vance and :national: security .. ad: 
viser Zbigniew -.Brzezinski - is. ‘due 
shortly at the White:Houseto analyze 
the intelligence failires-om Iran and 
make recommendations for remedying. 
the underlying defectsi erir p oT, 


The.. Carter administration “is. ex- 


pected to move with-greaseaution-ini - 


contacts With. opposition. groug ani ‘ 
other-chabzes. in irs'reporting- efforts 
in anin view ofthe tense-cond& 
tions th e=-The -next-two.weekS ciils 
minating'i the high point’ ofa Mos- 
lem holy. period ‘on. Dec: 11. is consid 
ered a.particularly. difficult periods +5 

Any: shifts in “policy“or operations. 
that_wauld be seent iy ae nen 
dercutting the: shah*would go -against 
the strong thrust" of “U.S objective 
there. But`at the same: time. failure-to: 
remedy ‘the, intelligence-‘deticiéncies 
would leave the- United States? flying. 
blind in a still-developing situation of 
great ' international impoitince,~ aë 
cording to concerned officials.~ ee 

A draft Central: Intelligence Agency 
assessment of mid-August, which, wz S 
circulated amonz severak goyernmen 


CLA officials, reported ‘that “Tran à 
not in a revolutionary or even prere 
volutionary situation.” Several weeks 
later well-coordinated demonstrations 
involving more than 1 million people 
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in Tehran alone disproved the opti-( 
mistic estimate—but U.S. intelligence} 
reportedly had little information on| 
how the demonstrations were plan-} 
ned, organized or funded, or who was| 
behind them. ziy jiyin a 
. ; One of the most worrisome gaps, ac- 
cording. to-official sources,. is the scar. 
city of-information about the current 
activities of the Soviet Union, which 
shares’ a, 1,200-mile-border with Iran | 
and has twice occupied parts of north- j 
ern Iran: since World War: IL The So] 
„iets have informed both the shah and| 
the.United States: that they had noj 
‘partimthe unrest, and there is said ta} 
be*littte: hard": evidence: tothe con 
trary. p; ete ones 
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However, the sudden public: warn- 
ing by - Soviet “party. chief Leonid 
Brezhnev on- Nov..19 against US. ind 
terference in Iran is seen; by some 
U.S: observers. as potentially ‘the be. 
ginning of a‘new phase. Soviet press 
organs had.been unusually restrained! 
during the buildup of Iranian unrest, 
but since: Brezhnev’s statement Radio 
Moscow. has._attacked-:“imperiali 

meddling” in Iran, endorsed the strug: 
gle to oust Western Military and non- 
military advisers and’ portrayed the 
Soviet Union as the protector of the 
Iranian masses against foreign inter. 














„~-There is a consensus among. Ameri- 
can experts on Iran that the ex- 
tremely close-U.S. relations-with the: 
‘shab and the- CIA’s partuership wi 
‘his ‘secret: police- agency,. SAVAK, i 
lopment of ind 










Plicit..or tacit,;that the: United: States 
would have nothing to-do with his op- 
ponents. Giyen: the extensive: SAVAR 
apparatus, : it: was . considered - almost. 
İmpessible: ta“ have any: levelt of. cor- 
tact. with opposition’ forces. in. Iran; 


‘without the shah’s knowledge. ee 
—The controversy over the-Iranian es 
timates has crystallized” a: longstand-. 
ing: concern - attributed-.to> Brzezinski 
and some others within the adminis- 
tration about the: quality of: paliticat. 
reporting from open as. well. as clan 
destime sources. A number of. studies. 
are reported to have been under way. 
even: before the “intelligence failure™ 
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in Iran, and others have been author-| 
ized since. Rai oes <a 
- Among the matters reportedly Un 
der study are identification of ed 
countries and areas of greatest impo 
tance to the United States and reallo-} 
cation...of intelligence resources, i| 
impediments and: difficulties:in field 
Teporting, and coordination’ of efforts. 
The work of embassy political officers 
as. well as intelligence officers and 
-agents is under review, sources said.” | 
: : Not. far. beneath the surface of the. 
policy making is a complicated set of 
personal and institutional rivalries in- 

. ‘volving the~-authority, performance. 
‘and . personality i of. CIA . Director 
“Turner and his agency.. The- adverse. 
turn in Iran- supplied: Turner's ene< 
mies and critics with cause for com? 
plaint. Turner, who is. reported: to be 
-angry about the leaks, evidently. 


Jieves they are being deliberately dizi 
rected against him.. eP 
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